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Dear sisters and brothers, grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord and Risen 
Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
Dictionary.com defines “invite” as follows, “to request the presence or participation of in a 
kindly, courteous, or complimentary way, especially to request to come or go to some place, 
gathering, entertainment, etc., or to do something.”  In Matthew chapter 28:18-20 Jesus calls 
the disciples and us now today to be people who are inviters- inviting others to hear the good 
news that is Christ Jesus.  Inviting others to know the promises about this Lord that we love, 
that has claimed us, and that has given us a community where we belong and where we can 
turn to in our times of joy and our times of need.  Jesus says, “All authority has been given to 
Me in heaven and on earth.  Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
everything I have commanded you.  And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”  In other words, we are to be disciple-making disciples and people that go about the 
business of welcoming the stranger into the same relationship we have with our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ.  The gift of Christ to us now becomes a calling for us to be followers who 
share this gift in who we are, what we do, and what we say.  
 
How are you doing at answering this call?  Recently I have been part of many conversations 
with members of our congregation and we have focused on how we are doing at welcoming the 
new comer in our midst.  Most of the time we agree that we do a pretty good job of making sure 
everyone feels welcome when they walk into our doors yet we also recognize there is more 
work to be done.  However, welcoming those who enter into our community is far different from 
being about the business of inviting those to join us for a Sunday morning or other event.  I 
strongly believe that there are people all of us know who are longing for a community to care 
for them, a place where they can feel loved and given the opportunity to love others in an 
authentic way, and a place where they can grow in their own life of faith.  Yet, chances are 
pretty good that they will not just come to experience Advent on their own and therefore we 
have to be available to invite them- perhaps even in a courteous or complimentary way as 
dictionary.com describes the word.  Dear friends, please think hard about those in your life that 
God is putting on your heart to invite, to truly reach out to and pray that God give you the 
strength to do so. 
 
Christmas time is a wonderful time to reach out to those in our lives and invite them to come 
and experience the church we all love.  We do this not as a means of growing our little church 
here, but rather as a means of growing the kingdom of God and reaching out to those that are 
seeking, searching, and longing for something else in their life- the something that I believe we 
have to offer.   So I pray dear friends that you are emboldened this Holiday season to reach 
out, to share your light and the faith you love, and to truly be about inviting.  May God lead you 
and guide you as you answer the call to be disciple-making disciples. 
 
Honored and humbled to be your pastor, 
 
Justin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Note from Pastor Justin:  
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12/2 Nick Bank 
12/3 Anna Grimm 
12/5 Nicholas Harris 
12/6 Abbey Roelofs 
12/8 Allie Roelofs 
12/18 Julie Garver 
12/20 Winona Roper 
12/23 Robert Sutton 
12/24 Holly Andersen 
12/24 Dave Rigotti 
12/25 Emily Bramer 
12/29 Patrick Cudney 
 
 
12/23 Elden & Carole Zang 
12/27 Clarence & Marlene Habermann     
 

 
 

 
 

Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people 
up in your prayers:  
 
We remember in our prayers: Ryan Brodbent; Jan 
April; Tom Brady; Katherine Franke; the Kettinger 
family; Shelly & Bill Honer; Natalia Harris; Brian Kaven; 
Bernice Conrad; Mike Buchanan; Mark Harrison; Moss; 
Ethel Fazel; Bernie Smith; Jim Harris; Roger Bigcraft; 
Carroll Douthitt;  Kelly Lamie-Fulk; Catherine Stabnau; 
Ian Geralds; Lexie Stradinger; Wally Schaub; Peggy & 
John Grumbeck; Arnold Denter; Candy Lakin; Callie 
Hausler; Pastor Len Etzel; Cam Deering; Margie 
Randall; all troops: those deployed and those at home; 
Pastor Jeff Sorenson and Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Madison, South Dakota; Sarah Lindquist (mission work 
in Africa); and our mission here at Advent.   
  

 
 

Prayer List  

  

 

December Readings 
  

Here are the readings for this month: 

 
Dec 7      Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
               2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 
 
Dec 14   Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11; Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55                         
               1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
Dec 21    2 Samuel 7: 1-11, 16; Psalm Luke 1:46b-55 
                Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
 
Dec 24    Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96 
               Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 [15-20] 
 
Dec 25    Isaiah 62:6-12; Psalm 97 
               Titus 3:4-7; Luke 2:[1-7] 8-20 
 
Dec 28    Isaiah 61:10—62:3; Psalm 148 
               Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40 

   

 

 

January Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

February Happy 

Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

January Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary! 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

5:00pm    Family Service…especially for children. 
 

8:00pm    Candlelight Service…service of lessons and carols. 
 

11:00pm    Candlelight Service…service of lessons and carols. 
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November  

Happy Birthday & 

Anniversary! 

Advent Dinners 

Advent Dinners will begin on Wednesday, 
December 3rd for three weeks, beginning with a 
meal at 6:15pm, followed at 7:00pm with an 
activity. 

 
  
For Your Information:  
 
Advent Flamingos do NOT fly south in the 
winter!!! 
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I can hardly believe it is December already. Several reasons . . .   My Emily turns 

16 this month. I can hardly believe it. I think back before I had her and can 

hardly remember a time without her. I can easily remember most of the fun 

things about her as she grew up with me. I wonder and hope for the great things 

to come as she grows and develops into the young lady she is becoming. . .  

I think of starting this journey as Director of Faith Formation here at Advent. As 

I look back I remember the fun things I have done with this job so far. The Great 

Bible Reef VBS was a great step toward building a relationship with friends at 

Lake Ann United Methodist Church and a positive presence in our community.. 

Our EAT & PLAY picnic was a wonderful and relaxing afternoon. It feels great to 

be able to get to know each other in a relaxed setting. Rally Sunday started our 

Sunday Education Hour, which has been a major joy to me. Watching our 

teachers work with our children, watching the children learn and grow, and 

seeing the teachers themselves come face to face with their strengths and in some 

cases develop and move into places where they feel good about the help they give 

has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life. Another awesome 

experience has been working with our YOUth group. These young people deal with 

things in their middle and high school years that I didn’t even think about 

until I was well into college. It is a strange world and they are living it. Being 

able to be a part of providing them a safe and comfortable place to grow seems 

like a great thing in itself. Watching them return and bring their friends is even 

greater. But maybe the greatest thing about the YOUth group is hearing them tell 

others (when they think you aren’t listening) is how much they like it and how 

much they want to be here. The After School Program has started, again offering 

a place for our kids to come and get some of their work accomplished, get a 

snack, and most of all – feel that they are worth something to someone. Our 

Christmas program is just around the corner. We have a Birthday Bash planned. 

We will start another Akaloo Adventure. There will be retreats, small groups, and 

gatherings.  

 

The best part of looking back over this year, is knowing that another great year is 

coming. In the spirit of Christmas and celebrating all the great gifts we have 

been given, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for one of the 

best and most fulfilling years I have ever had. Working with all of you has given 

me more joy than I can express. I love you all. Merry Christmas and God’s Peace. 

Becky MacGirr, DOFF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

              

 

 

From the Director of Faith Formation 
 

 

 

CHURCH GUILD 
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Electronic Giving Is Now Available 
  
Many of you have asked if our church offers an electronic, or automated, option for giving.  Now we 
do!  Save time, simplify your life, and support Advent!  Our new Electronic Giving program is an 
automated program that will allow you to make contributions without having to lift a pen to write a 
check or reach into your wallet for cash! 
  
Here is how it works:  
You authorize a specified amount of money to be electronically transferred directly from your 
checking or savings account to the church account.  You also specify the frequency of the transfer 
(weekly, monthly, or twice a month). 
It is fast, safe, and easy!  The church will issue you a donation statement for your tax records, and 
your bank statements will provide you with a record of transfer as additional proof of your 
contributions.  Donations via electronic transfer can be specified to go towards either our general fund 
or our building fund or both. 
  
Of course you can cancel your authorization of transfer at any time.  But we believe that once you 
have enjoyed the convenience and savings of this new program, you won't want to go back to the 
"old-fashioned" way of contributing to your church! 
  
One simple authorization form can begin your electronic contribution amount.  The authorization form 
and "Answers to frequently asked questions" are both available online at www.adventlakeann.org or 
by contacting the church office.  Please enroll today to start enjoying the convenience of automatic 
electronic giving. 

 
 

 
******************************************************************************************************************* 

Sunday Education 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - Dec. 14th during Education Hour (9:30-10:30) Plan to attend Upstairs in the Town Hall. 

BIRTHDAY BASH!! - Come and Celebrate Jesus' Birthday with us on December 21st during education hour (9:30-10:30). 
Bring a gift wrapped up for the Baby Pantry, Food Pantry, Clothes Closet, or Advent. Attach a tag that tells us which type of 
gift it is. There will be goodies, games, and fun! 

The Baby Pantry supplies diapers, wipes, bath items (see Keith Johnson or Rich Andersen for details) 

The Food Pantry supplies non-perishable food items (see Keith, Rich, or call LAUMC @ 275-7236 for details) 

The Clothes Closet supplies seasonal clothing - now in need of winter outer wear, socks, undies, and sweatshirts & 
sweaters. (call LAUMC @ 275-7236 for details) 

Our Advent kitchen area is in need of a good hand held can opener, triangle shaped coffee filters, hot chocolate & flavored 
teas. 

Sunday School supplies such as scissors, glue, markers, etc are always welcomed. 

Questions can be directed to Becky MacGirr 

 

http://www.adventlakeann.org/
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The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

Communion Bread: Kathy Johnston 
Altar Guild: Chad Schwendemann 

 
December 7 
Fellowship:  Church Guild 
8:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Michelle Anderson 
Ushers:  Bud & Marlene Habermann 
Communion:  Charlie & Cher Baumann 
Acolyte:  Noah Weichert    

 
11:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Mike Achorn 
Ushers:  Harold & Gwen Muenchow 
Communion: John & Mary Jeffrey  
Acolyte:  Miranda Stradinger   
 

December 14 
Fellowship: Monday AM Bible Study Group 

8:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  John Jeffrey 
Ushers:  Pat & Abby Cudney   
Communion: Lynn & Evan Mocan 
Acolyte: McKenna Cudney 

11:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Hannah Will 
Ushers:  Clint & Becky Douthitt 
Communion: Nick & Lis Bank 
Acolyte: Addison Bank 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
December 21 
Fellowship: Building Committee 

8:00 Service 
Assisting Minister:  Ryan Brady  
Ushers: Charlie & Joan Chamberlain 
Communion: Tom & Sally Peterson 
Acolyte: Aaron Hockenberger 

11:00 Service 
Assisting Minister: Carole Zang 
Ushers: Al & Irma Komoll 
Communion:  Charlie & Joan Chamberlain  
Acolyte: Miranda Stradinger 
 

December 28 
Fellowship: Church Council 

8:00 Service 
Assisting Minister: Mary Jeffrey 
Ushers: Chad Schwendemann & Gary Wertz 
Communion: Mathew Branch & Emily Bramer 
Acolyte: Evan Mocan 

11:00 Service 
Assisting Minister: Nancy Ackerman Will 
Ushers: Elden & Carole Zang 
Communion: Jeff & Ellen Fancher 
Acolyte: Emily Fancher 
 
 

Special Thanks 

Thanks to all who responded to our plea for youth committee participants. I am excited to move forward with many 

cool and fun adventures! There is always room for more. Please let me know if you are interested or curious about 

what we do on Wednesday evenings! 

The next event is THE GATHERING! Ask one of our Senior High Youth members about it. There is still time to 

save your "TABS for the HOUSE". We leave Dec. 27th. 

We will also be having a New Year's Eve LOCK-IN. If you are up for a fun "All Nighter" let me know. I sure could 

use the company! 

Becky MacGirr 

 

Advent Music 
 

Choir practice is on Tuesdays at 7:00pm.  We welcome anyone who is interested in 

joining….no experience necessary. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent  
Lutheran 

Church 

P.O. Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

Church: 231.275.8031 

Pastor Justin Grimm: 
PastorJustin@charter.net 

Phone: 231.632.0824 

www.adventlakeann.org 
 

Worship with 
Us 

Advent Lutheran Church 
19631 Maple 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 

8:00 & 11:00 
Sunday mornings 

and 

9:30 AM 
Education Hour 

 

ADVENT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 

49650 

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, don’t hesitate 

to contact Pastor Justin.  

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you 

or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or 

email him to set up a meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Assistance 

Church Staff 
 If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea 
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen 
spiritual growth, please contact one of us.  

Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor 

Jan Price, Church Secretary 

Church Council 
 Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church. 
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see John Jeffrey or Michelle 
Anderson.  

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click 
on Directory. 
 

Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

Permit No. 6 

Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music 

Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation 

 

Congregational Meeting 
 

December 14th, 2008 
12:00 - 1:30pm 

Return Service Requested 

mailto:PastorJustin@charter.net
http://www.adventlakeann.org/
http://www.adventlakeann.org/

