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Advent Acts 
AcActs 

Dear sisters and brothers grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord 
and risen Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
The fog is quite heavy as I glance out my office window and even though I can hear 
the cars driving by, it is almost impossible to see them.  I have this sense of longing to 
know what is going on just outside my window, however the density of the fog makes it 
impossible.  Yet, I trust that as the morning progresses, in just a few minutes probably 
the fog will lift, and my vision will be restored.  So often in our faith lives I feel there is a 
similar feeling of fog that sets in.  We know perhaps where we want to be, what we 
want to “see”, what we want to learn, but there is a blockage in our way.  Call it fog, 
call it lack of time, call it confusion; whatever we call it- I am certain we have all felt it 
and when it sets in on me I don’t like it anymore than I like not being able to see the 
cars driving through our little village.   
 
I am convinced that we as a community of sisters and brothers can help one another 
with these foggy times.  By simply being community- that which loves and cares, 
carries one another’s burdens, and lifts up the good things of life together we will help 
stay clear.  Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians writes of the importance of a community 
coming together with the love of Christ as its foundation.  He writes in chapter 4:15-16, 
“But practicing the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into Christ, who is the 
head.  From him the whole body grows, fitted and held together through every 
supporting ligament.  As each does its part, the body grows in love.”  Paul’s solution 
for our own fogginess is simple- love one another and do your part in community.  I 
believe we as Advent do this quite well, but I also know we can never be settled in who 
we are.  We are always called to grow more, to be challenged more, to learn more, 
and to give more and as we move forward together on this journey my prayer is that 
we can continue to make those things a priority.   
 
Hand in hand with the fogginess syndrome is education.  Christian education, and the 
education we are offering as a church will definitely help your faith life be more clear.  
There are many opportunities for you to be engaged in some great learning 
opportunities.  The list of options includes: Sunday Morning Akaloo Education, 
Wednesday Morning/Thursday Evening Bible Study on Revelation, Spiritual Gifts class 
beginning soon, and a Small Group Book Study meeting on Saturdays.  More than just 
education, these groups offer you a chance to connect with other sisters and brothers, 
to be community, to learn, to love, and to lead one another on this journey.  So…if you 
have not yet attended one of these options I urge you to try it, just for a while and I 
guarantee you will not regret it. 
 
Finally, dear friends, know that we as a church are still so young, growing and learning 
together.  If you have any ideas, questions, comments, concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to call me as I long for those conversations!!! 
 
Humbled and honored to be your Pastor, 
Justin 
 

 

A Note from Pastor Justin:  
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Birthdays 
10/1 Calvin Pettigrove 
10/1 Colton Rollins 
10/2 Michael MacGirr 
10/4 Dave Roelofs 
10/5 Evelyn Swanson 
10/5 Carsten Woodworth 
10/6 Michelle Anderson 
10/12 Wendy Roelofs 
10/13 Brenda Daray 
10/14 Ben Price 
10/19 Jackie Davis 
10/20 Mary Jeffrey 
10/25 Edward Smith 
10/27 John April 
10/27 Skylar Daray 
10/27 Keith Johnson 
10/29 Julie Harris 
10/29 Jan Price 
 
Anniversaries 
10/7 Edward & Cheryl Smith 
10/13 Greg & Melanie Griffith 
10/15 Doug & Cherie Hockenberger 
10/24 David & Patty Romberg Jr. 
 
     
 

ADVENT MUSIC 
Choir practice is on Tuesdays at 7:00pm.  We welcome anyone 

who is interested in joining….no experience necessary. 
 

 

 
 

Throughout this month, we ask that you lift these people 
up in your prayers:  
 
We remember in our prayers: Charmon Cribbs, Mark 
Harrison; Moss; Ethel Fazel; Elden Zang; Bernie Smith: 
Jim Harris; Roger Bigcraft; Carroll Douthitt;  Kelly Lamie-
Fulk; Catherine Stabnau; Ian Geralds; Lexie Stradinger; 
Wally Schaub; Peggy & John Grumbeck; Arnold Denter; 
Candy Lakin; Callie Hausler; Pastor Len Etzel; Cam 
Deering; Margie Randall; all troops: those deployed and 
those at home; Pastor Roger Sian and Woodside 
Wesleyan Church, Sarah Lindquist (mission work in 
Africa), and our mission here at Advent.   

 
 

Prayer List  

  

 

October Readings 
 

 

Here are the readings for Sundays this month: 

Oct 5 Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:7-15 
 Philippians 3:4b-14; Matthew 21:33-46 
 
Oct 12 Isaiah 25:1-9; Psalm 23 
 Philippians 4:1-9; Matthew 22:1-14 
 
Oct 13 Deuteronomy 8:7-18; Psalm 65 
 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Luke 17:11-19 
 
Oct 19 Isaiah 45:1-7; Psalm 96:1-9[10-13] 
 1 Thessalonians1:1-10; Matthew 22:15-22 
 
Oct 26      Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 46 
  Romans 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 
   

 

 

January Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

February Happy 

Birthday & 

Happy Anniversary! 

 

January Happy Birthday 

& 

Happy Anniversary! 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE: NOVEMBER 7th 
(time to be announced) 

 
There will be a PAMPERED CHEF fund 
raiser that evening in the township hall. 
Funds will go towards our new building.  
Please plan on attending, buying kitchen 
gadgetry and maybe even stepping up to 

host a party of your own-oh and don't forget 
the eating!  The more we sell and the more 
parties we book the closer we are to being 

in our own building.   
Call Sue Olson 933-4206 for more info on 

how to help. 
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October Happy Birthday     

& Happy Anniversary! 
 

Stewardship Update 
 
It is time for our Stewardship appeal….stay 
tuned for information and mark your 
calendars for November 2nd.  This will be our 
commitment Sunday and will be held at the 
Lake Ann Camp again this year with a meal 
to follow. Worship at 10, celebration 
immediately following.  We will be joined by 
Rev. Michael Meier as our Key Leader and 
expect this to be a wonderful appeal.  
Please begin praying how God may be 
leading you to respond financially this year 
to the ministries of this community.  
Remember, our ministry has to be 
supported, and we are ALL called to help do 
this.   
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Education?!?  Sunday School?!? 
Jeeze Louise – Pahleeze! 
 
I’ve worked all day. I’m wiped out at the end of the week. Sunday is my only day off. I fight with homework every night. Sunday is my only 
day to rest. 
 
Yep, I’ve either heard it or said it myself. But here’s the deal; point blank – I have been situations where I just didn’t feel confident 
answering the Biblical Questions that we find ourselves, as Christians, toe to toe with. So what has that to do with Sunday School and 
Education programs at church? It dawned on me the other day during our Midweek Bible Study, that most of the population during the 
times when the Bible stories were written was illiterate. They had to depend on being told what to believe, how to believe, and what to do 
with that information. Our world today is in the “information age”. We have access (and so do our children) to more kinds and types of 
information than we can possibly process. Why are we not using that to our advantage? I’ve heard, “Knowledge is power.” In any sense, 
you have to believe that. I’ve also heard, “Ignorance is bliss.” Well, brother, that makes a cute cartoon, but it’s not the way I want to be 
seen, nor is it the way I want to raise my children! I need some information I can count on when I get out into the world. Most of you know 
that I never get sent to go get the mail because what should be a 15 minute max. trip usually takes me about an hour and a half. I just love 
to talk! A lot of my conversations circle around our church or the folks within our church. Our Midweek group is such a special group of 
people. I find myself looking so forward to that gathering. Beyond the education that is happening, there is fellowship and sharing that is 
simply priceless. I have learned so many wonderful things from others’ experiences. Sunday School is another place I have learned many 
things! The children are so inspiring. There is just something about children’s wonderment and excitement that tickles your heart. You, the 
congregation at Advent, have invested time and money in the “Continuing Education” programs by endorsing the DOFF position, 
supporting Sunday School, housing the YOUth program, and supporting small groups. There are several opportunities listed in this 
newsletter. If you don’t find one that peaks your interest, please come and see me! We will find something for you! Yes, knowledge is 
power, but Spirituality and Peace are bliss! 
 
Excited About Education @ Advent! 
Becky MacGirr 
 

 
 
 

The Outreach Committee will have a drive in the future to gather necessary supplies, but the baby pantry is currently well 
stocked due to a $3,000 grant from the Northwest Michigan ELCA synod.   Because of the lack of storage, we have limited 
the items for distribution to diapers, baby wipes, lotions and baby washes, baby bottles, formula, cereal and baby food.  If 
you should have or wish to purchase any of those items, there is a tub for donations beneath the coat rack.  Recognizing 
that many members may have baby equipment or clothes, items which we are unable to store, we have set up a Baby 
Pantry bulletin board in the back part of the nursery and established a Needs/Haves communication system.  Please check 
the bulletin board for Needs or fill out an index card with items you may Have that may be of use to a beginning family.  
Copies of our registration and distribution forms are also on the bulletin board should you wish to review that information.   
. 
How can you help?  Keep the baby pantry and our clientele in your thoughts and prayers; help advertise the Advent Baby 
Pantry to local friends and organizations; check the bulletin board in the nursery for needed items that you may have or can 
provide; volunteer to staff the Advent Baby Pantry some Saturday. 
 
The Outreach Committee welcomes your questions, thoughts and concerns.   
 
                          -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

 

 

The month of September bought out first baby pantry at Advent Lutheran Church. The success wasn't in the 
number of mothers your received supplies from our church (two mothers for four kids), it was the fact that we 
finally got this ball rolling. The organization and planning of the baby pantry was months of hard work including hours 
and hours of meetings to go over what services we were going to provide. Though our turnout was small, we expect 
the number to gradually grow in upcoming months. We are need of soy products for this month’s pantry, which will 
be held on October 11th. The outreach committee is also going to hold a food drive the last two weeks in October in 
coordination with the celebration out at our property on October 26th. As in previous drives, we are looking for non-
perishable products to give to local families in need of a little help. Plans are in the works to have another giving or 
angel tree for local families around Christmas. Thank you for all of your support. 

The Outreach Committee  

              

 

 

From the Outreach Committee 
 

 

 

CHURCH GUILD 
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Building Committee Update 
  
As the chairman of the building committee, I must say that I, along with the congregation and the community, am truly 
blessed to have such an exciting group of individuals who are eager and anxious to maintain the space we have, and look 
forward to the new and exciting things ahead. Everyone has something to offer, and are always willing to volunteer their 
precious time as much as they can. 
The building committee is fortunate in the sense that a lot of the things that we are doing are visible for all to see. Like the 
painting, carpet cleaning, and the new property sign. We seem to get a lot of recognition. Let me take this time to 
personally thank everyone, in front of and behind the scenes, for all they do. There is a large group effort to keep this all 
moving in a forward motion. To the staff, council, all the committees, and individuals who volunteer their time, THANK 

YOU.  
By the time you receive this newsletter, we hope to have a driveway to access the new property, and are finalizing the 
plans for a "Blessing of the Property Celebration" on October 26th. This will be a fun filled celebration that will be one 
more step in this exciting part of our growth. 
Please don't hesitate to contact me or any other building committee member with any ideas, or maintenance concerns you 
may have. 
Our current committee members are: John Mocan- liaison, Dave Roelofs-chairman, Jeff Fancher, Neil Roper, Sheila 
Rigotti, Clint Douthitt, and Eric Alpers. 
  
PEACE, 
Dave Roelofs 

                                                                                  

 
CHURCH GUILD 
 

 
 

SUNDAY EDUCATION Featuring: AKALOO for all ages. 
 
Akaloo means ñto followò.  ñTo Followò the teachings of Christ, our parents, and our mentors ï we have chosen an 
intergenerational curriculum with something for everyone. 
 
We have tucked our Sunday morning education program right in the middle of great food and fellowship! We have 
activities for all ages. 
 
Nursery (up to age 3): stories, playtime, and age appropriate projects 
Pre-K (3yrs & 4 yrs): stories, projects, and games! Check out our Mystery Tub! 
K-1

st 
grade: stories, games, and projects 

2
nd

-3
rd  

grades: mysteries to solve, games to play, lessons to learn 
4

th
 ï 5

th
 ï 6

th
 grades: stories, crafts, games, and yep, even science experiments 

Youth / Confirmation (7
th

-12
th

 grades): starting with Akaloo, then ñHere We Standò for confirmation curriculum 
Adults (of all ages!): stories and discussion drawn from the sermon and from Akaloo 
 
If you are not sure about joining a class, I have lots of jobs that I can use help with! I will see you during the education 
hour!  
Becky MacGirr 
 

 

 
SCRAP METAL COLLECTION CHURCH FUND-RAISER 

 
Letôs all pitch in.  We can clean up our yards, garages, homes and properties and raise money for our church 
at the same time!  Any type of metal junk is OK, steel, aluminum, copper etc.  Some examples are junk appliances, 
old bikes, swing sets, old or junk cars, trucks, motorcycles, lawn mowers, trailers, metal scraps, pipe, steel or 
aluminum siding, old gym equipment, cabinets, car parts, broken tools and old grills. Also taking old car batteries.  
Rusty or shiny, it does not matter. 
On Saturday, October 18

th
, Eric Alpers and Mike Deering will be coming around to collect your metal junk.  Please 

dig around and see what you can find.  Then put it in an easy to pick up pile.  Call Mike Deering at 231-409-4435 with 
your address and a description of your scrap metal junk.  We can haul cars and large items.  All proceeds will be 
donated to Advent Church building fund.  Any questions about scrap items, please call. 
Please help us, this is an easy way to help the church and get rid of old junk. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

Advent Chicks 

 

Reminder that the Advent Chicks will be at Hands on Art 

Pottery in Traverse City, Thursday October 16 at 6:30.  
There are plenty of pottery pieces varying in 

prices beginning at $5. The owner is letting us be there 

after hours so that we may have this event! We are 
welcomed to bring in food & drinks, so there will be a sign 

up sheet to help figure out what is needed. 
This fun evening is open to all women of the church, and 

please feel free to bring a friend!!   
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The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

 

The following people are assisting in worship 

this Month. 
 

Communion Bread: Judith Haiss 
Altar Guild: Elfie Steigerwald 
 

October 5 
Fellowship:  Bible Study ï Monday AM Group 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Cher Baumann 
Ushers: Charlie Baumann & Mathew Branch 
Communion: Pat Cudney & Jeff Wentzloff 
Acolyte: McKenna Cudney 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Lis Bank 
Ushers: Steve & Michael MacGirr 
Communion: Michelle Anderson & Clint Douthitt 
Acolyte: Noah Weichert 
 

October 12 
Fellowship: Building Committee 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: John Jeffrey 
Ushers: Ben & Jan Price 
Communion: Charlie & Joan Chamberlain 
Acolyte: Evan Mocan 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Hannah Will 
Ushers: Jeff & Nathan Fancher 
Communion: Chad Schwendemann & Juanita Weber 
Acolyte: Emily Fancher 

 

 

October 19 
Fellowship: Church Council 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Becky MacGirr 
Ushers: Bob Sutton & Gary Wertz 
Communion: Paul & Paula Stabnau 
Acolyte: A.J. Kettinger 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Mike Achorn 
Ushers: Ellen Fancher & Elfie Steigerwald 
Communion: Al & Irma Komoll 
Acolyte: Aaron Hockenberger 
 

October 26 
Fellowship: Worship Fellowship 

8:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Richard Andersen 
Ushers: Nick & Lis Bank 
Communion: Tom & Sally Peterson  
Acolyte: Addison Bank 

11:00 Service  
Assisting Minister: Michelle Anderson 
Ushers: Harold & Gwen Muenchow 
Communion: Elden & Carole Zang 
Acolyte: Noah Weichert 
 
 
 

Wednesday Night - YOUth Night 
 
Here’s the scoop! 
 
3:30 – 5:30 PM Get off the bus right at church. Homework / Reading / Quiet Games 
5:30 – 6:30 PM Fantastic Food! sponsored by LAUMC @ CEC downtown LA ($2.00) 
6:30 – 8:30 PM YOUth Group- music, small group, games, snacks, FUN! 
 
Currently 6

th
 – 12

th
 grades (adult supervision is provided at all times) 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advent  
Lutheran 

Church 

P.O. Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 49650 

Church: 231.275.8031 

Pastor Justin Grimm: 
PastorJustin@charter.net 

Phone: 231.632.0824 

www.adventlakeann.org 
 

Worship with 
Us 

Advent Lutheran Church 
19631 Maple 

Lake Ann, MI 49650 

8:00 & 11:00 
Sunday mornings 

and 

9:30 AM 
Education Hour 

 

ADVENT 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

PO Box 249 
Lake Ann, MI 

49650 

If you or a loved one is in need of pastoral assistance, donôt hesitate 

to contact Pastor Justin.  

Are you interested in learning about Baptism or Communion for you 

or a family member? Pastor Justin would love to talk with you! Call or 

email him to set up a meeting. 

 

 
 
 
 

Pastoral Assistance 

Church Staff 
 If you need Pastoral Care, are interested in helping out during the service, have an idea 
about a new program, interested in the choir, or want to help out with children and teen 
spiritual growth, please contact one of us.  

Rev. Justin Grimm, Pastor 

Jan Price, Church Secretary 

Church Council 
 Church council meetings are held the fourth Thursday of the month at 7:00 at the church. 
Meeting minutes are available upon request. Please see John Jeffrey or Michelle 
Anderson.  

For a list of your Church Council members, please go to www.adventlakeann.org and click 
on Directory. 
 

Non-Profit Organization 
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Cherie Hockenberger, Director of Music 

Becky MacGirr, Director of Faith Formation 

 

           
Coming Nov 2nd 

Commitment Sunday 
10:00AM 
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